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Report on the workshop entitled 
“Exploring a workflow for architecture 
design studio utilizing digital tools.” 
 

 

I conducted a workshop at Piloo Mody College of Architecture from the 5th of February to 
the 7th February of 2024. This workshop was participated by second year students at 
the college. 

The goal of this workshop was to explore a design studio workflow which utilized 
computer aided modeling and graphic design software. This 3-day workshop introduced 
and familiarized the participants with software namely AutoCAD, SketchUp, and 
Photoshop. Exercises were introduced to constitute the workflow and past projects 
which were attempted manually (by hand) were attempted using these digital tools. 

What I expected from the workshop 
While pursuing my doctorate at Texas A&M University, I was also serving as an 
instructor for first year students for several terms. As a part of my job, I introduced 
software to the students in their first term. At the end of the term, students developed 
familiarity with the digital tools and produced exemplary work which would eventually 
enable them to apply for internships. I hoped I could achieve similar output from the 
students of Piloo Mody college in India. Before the start of the workshop, I expected the 
software tools techniques which I introduced would be new knowledge for the students. 
I hoped I could provide students with a foundation for advancing their digital modeling 
and graphic design skills.  

What actually happened at the workshop 

The students who attended the event were sincere and hardworking. The students 
understood my instructions and responded well to my lectures. They had the necessary 
hardware and software required for the event. Although Photoshop was new for the 
students, they were already familiar with AutoCAD and Sketchup. So, the workshop 
served to refamiliarize them with the software. The students had earlier attempted their 
previous term’s studio project (residence) using AutoCAD and Sketchup.  

 On the first day of the workshop, I introduced the 
basics of Photoshop which was new to them. I talked about 
the interface, the tools, the settings for the tools, creating a 
new document and other features. I demonstrated to the 
students the tools used to edit and enhance graphics. I 



also demonstrated blending multiple images using the software such as floorplans and 
elevations with a photorealistic background.  

The second day was devoted to introducing AutoCAD and SketchUp. For AutoCAD, my 
priority was to ensure consistency and quality of their AutoCAD building drawings as the 
students had used AutoCAD previously. I provided an AutoCAD metric template, and I 
emphasized the purpose of layers and its attributes and asked the students to assign 
the appropriate layers for their work. Layers were created for the different building 
components and colors, line weight, and line type were assigned for the different layers. 
For Sketchup, I refamiliarized the students with the tools and features. I also 
demonstrated how to create freeform curvilinear shapes.  

 On the third and final day, we explored more features of Sketchup. I asked the 
students to create an isometric view of their residence and use Photoshop to organize 
their work created in the three days. A sample of their work is shown on Table 1. 

 

Table 1 A sample of the work produced by the students. 

 

The students’ prior knowledge of AutoCAD and Sketchup definitely helped for my 
workshop, and I could cover new topics as well. Towards the end, I mentioned the 
relevance and potential of Artificial Intelligence in our industry. I demonstrated the 
function of an Artificial Intelligence extension of Sketchup called Diffusion which can 
generate photorealistic renderings of simple Sketchup models within seconds.  

Final thoughts 
The opportunity of undertaking the workshop was a rewarding, productive, and 
enlightening experience for me. In my opinion, there is not much difference between the 
American and Indian students (I have worked with) in their capability in understanding 
and applying the concepts learned for digital modeling. The students seemed excited for 
the potential of the tools covered, which was heartening for me. I thank Priyanka Kedia 
ma’am for her support during the workshop. I also thank the principal, Dharitri Das 



ma’am, for inviting me for the wonderful experience of conducting a workshop at the fine 
institution.  

 

Figure 1 Participants of the workshop on day 3. 
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EVOLVE DESIGN WORKSHOP 
Inter College Student Workshop 
03.02.2024 TO 04.02.2024 
Organised by IIA 
Odisha Chapter 
Venue: Kalabhoomi, Bhubaneswar 

 

An interface of Professionals and Students 
of Architecture. 

IIA Odisha Chapter Hosts "EVOLVE" Design Workshop for 
Architecture Students 
·        "Renowned Architects Gather at Kalabhoomi, 
Bhubaneswar to Mentor Students" 
·        "Two-Day Workshop Facilitates Interaction 
Between Professionals and Students" 
·        "Architecture Students Engage in Hands-On 
Learning and Mentorship Sessions" 
Bhubaneswar, 3 Feb: The Indian Institute of Architects 
(IIA) Odisha Chapter proudly announces the successful 
completion of a landmark architectural design 
workshop, "EVOLVE DESIGN," started on February 3rd 
Feb and will be concluded on 4th Feb, 2024, at 
Kalabhoomi, Bhubaneswar. 
This one-of-a-kind event brought together over 150 
students from various prestigious architecture colleges 
across Odisha, including NIT Rourkela, VSSUT Burla, 
OUTR Bhubaneswar, PMCA Cuttack, KIITS School of 
Architecture and Planning Bhubaneswar, Sri Sri 
University Cuttack, and Suddhananda Group of 
Institutions. Under the guidance of more than 25 
eminent architects from the state, the students 
participated in an intensive design workshop aimed at 
enhancing their skills and knowledge in architectural 
practice. 
The workshop served as an instant internship program, 
providing students with a unique platform to engage 
directly with celebrated architects of the state. Through 
interactive sessions and hands-on exercises, 
participants gained valuable insights and practical 
experience, contributing to their professional growth 
and development. 
A highlight of the event on the second day is the 
Architecture and Music Fusion Workshop, featuring a 
mesmerizing performance by Dr. Anita Kulkarni, an 
architect-cum-dancer from the El Dorado Group, USA. 
This fusion of architectural and musical elements 
added a creative dimension to the workshop, inspiring 
participants to explore interdisciplinary collaborations 
and innovative approaches to design. 
The distinguished mentorship team included senior and 
eminent practicing architects such as Ar Ratnamala 
Mishra, Ar Tara Prasad Dhal, Ar Debendra Parida, Ar 
Sabyasachi Mohanty, Ar Narayan Tripathy, Ar 
Subhakankhi Choudhury, Ar Alok Ranjan Sahu, Ar 
Minakshi Rath, Ar. Smruti Snigdha Sahani, Ar Kirti 
Yogadarshini, Ar Snehashis Tripathy, Ar Swagat Jena, Ar 
Debi Sahu, Ar. Ruchipurna Jena, Ar Namrata Prasad, 
Ar. Soumyajit Mishra, Ar Anusuya Tripathy, Ar Yogesh 
Rekhani, Ar Bhakti Prasad Mohapatra, Ar Shiba Prasad 
Rath, Ar Saumya Ranjan Behera and many others. Their 
invaluable guidance and expertise not only enriched 
the learning experience of the students but also 
contributed significantly to the  

promotion of architectural education and profession in 
Odisha. 
Ar. Swopnadutta Mohanty, Chairperson of the IIA Odisha 
Chapter, expressed her gratitude to all participants, 
mentors, and partners for their unwavering support and 
commitment to excellence. She highlighted the 
workshop's role in fostering collaboration, innovation, and 
continuous learning contributing to the all-round growth 
of the state. 
The workshop will be concluded with a valedictory 
function, where the top-performing groups will be 
recognised and mentors, as well as heads of architectural 
schools, will be honoured for their significant 
contributions. 
The "EVOLVE DESIGN" workshop stands as a testament to 
the IIA Odisha Chapter's dedication to advancing 
architectural education and practice in the state. 
Through such initiatives, the chapter continues to inspire 
and empower the next generation of architects to shape 
a sustainable and vibrant built environment. 
 



 

 

 
STUDENT DELEGATE LIST 

 
LIST OF MENTORS FROM THE INDUSTRY  

Ar. Geeta Patnaik 
Ar. Ramesh Swain 
Ar. Tara Dhal 
Ar. Subhakankhi Choudhudy  
Ar. Manonjaya Ratha 
Ar. Debendra Parida 
Ar. Sabyasachi Mohanty  
Ar. Smruti Snigdha Sahani 
Ar. Narayan Tripathy  
Ar. Kirti Yogidarshini  
Ar. Swagat Jena 
Ar. Anusuya Tripathy 
Ar. Namrata Prasad  



 

 

 

  

 

 
Ar. Suvaj Mohanty  
Faculty Incharge 
 



E-COPIES OF CERTIFICATES OF VARIOUS ACTIVITIES






























